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EO. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: MARR, JA 

SUBJECT: SASEBO REALIGNMENT 

REF: A. STATE 107536 
B. TOKYO 6268 

1. MAY 16 ISSUE OF ASAHI HEADLINED ARTICLE ON PLANNED 
REALIGNMENTS AT SASEBO. AFTER DESCRIBING THESE CHANGES 
IN CONSIDERABLE DETAIL, ARTICLE SPECULATED THAT LACK OF 
ADEQUATE AIR DEFENSES VIS. PROXIMITY OF KOREA HAD IN PART 
PROMPTED THIS QTE MOVE TO THE EAST UNQTE. STORY ALSO 
REPORTED THAT REALIGNMENT WOULD RESULT IN RETURN OF 80 
PERCENT OF BASE AREA. 

2. IN LIGHT OF THIS, EMBASSY REPEATS REFTEL B REQUEST FOR 
GUIDANCE AS PROMISED IN REFTEL A. PLEASE SEND IMMEDIATE. 
HODGSON 
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